Atlantoaxial Fixation as Treatment of Trigeminal Neuralgia in a Patient Having Basilar Invagination.
Trigeminal neuralgia can rarely be identified in association with basilar invagination. The presented case report observes that the treatment of basilar invagination by atlantoaxial fixation can result in lasting relief from trigeminal neuralgia. We report a case of a 36-year-old male patient who presented with the primary symptom of trigeminal neuralgia for a period of 2 years. Investigations revealed the presence of basilar invagination and an ectatic vertebral artery loop in the vicinity of the trigeminal nerve. The patient underwent atlantoaxial fixation on the basis of the concept that atlantoaxial instability is the nodal point of pathogenesis of basilar invagination. Atlantoaxial fixation resulted in complete and lasting relief from symptom of trigeminal neuralgia. The pathogenesis of trigeminal neuralgia and its relationship with atlantoaxial instability is speculated.